17o                          SEONl DISTRICT
fields classed as fit to grow wheat are embanked. Kodon and kutkl, the light autumn millets, were sown in 195 square miles, or 17 per cent, of the cropped area. Rice occupied about 114 square miles, or 8 per cent, of the cropped area. It has decreased in popularity during the last few years, owing to the distribution of the rainfall having been generally unfavourable, and the area under it at present is about 50 square miles less than at the time of settlement. 'Rice is generally transplanted, only about 20 per cent, of the total area being sown broadcast in normal years. Linseed, til and other oilseeds, gram, lentils, tiurd^ jowar> and cotton are the other crops. Jowar and cotton have lately increased in popularity, while the area under linseed has greatly fallen off.
A great deal of new land has been broken up since the settlement of 1864-5, the increase in cultivated area up to the last settlement (1894-6) amounting to 50 per cent. A considerable proportion of the new land is of inferior quality and requires periodical resting fallows. The three-coultered sowing drill and weeding harrow used by cultivators of the Deccan for jowar have lately been introduced into Seoni. Stf/z-hemp is a profitable minor crop, which has recently come into favour. No considerable sums have been taken under the Land Improvement Act, the total amount borrowed between 1894 and 1904 being Rs. 29,000; but nearly 2-| lakhs has been advanced in agricultural loans.
Cattle are bred principally in the Kurai tract and in the north of the Lakhnadon tahsiL The Gaolls and Golars in Kurai are professional cattle-breeders, and keep bulls. Large white bullocks are reared, and sold in Nagpur and Berar, where they fetch Rs. 50 or Rs. 60 a pair as yearlings. The Lakhnadon bullocks are smaller, and the majority are of a grey colour. Frequently no special bulls are kept, and the immature males are allowed to mix with the cows before castration. Gonds and poor Muhammadans sometimes use cows for ploughing, especially when they are barren. In the rice tracts buffaloes are used for cultivation. Small ponies are bred and are used for riding in the Haveli, especially during the rains. Sheep are not numerous, but considerable numbers of goats are bred by ordinary agriculturists both for food and for religious offerings. Lakhnadon has an especially good breed of goats.
About 46 square miles of rice land and 2,000 acres of sugar-cane and garden crop land are classed as irrigable, and this area was shown as irrigated in the year of settlement. In 1903-4 the irrigated area was only 6 square miles, owing to the unfavourable rainfall, which was insufficient to fill the tanks. About 18 square miles are irrigated from tanks and 4,000 acres from wells and other sources in a good year, Rice is watered from tanks, both by percolation and by cutting the